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Part XVI. of “ Cuneiform, Texts from Babylonian Tablets, etc.,” contains texts 
from one hundred and thirty-eight clay tablets and fragments of the Kouyunjik and 
other. collections. The greater number of these texts contain incantations and 
exorcisms, spells and formulae of conjuration, and invocations to various supernatural 
powers, which belong to the famous magical series that bore the name Urtuxkx1 
Limnttl, ze, ‘The Evil Spirits,” among the Babylonians and Assyrians. This 
Series originally consisted of sixteen ‘ Tablets,” which were composed with the 
object of averting the attacks of demons, devils, ghosts, vampires, ghouls, hobgoblins, 
and all the kindred spirits and powers of evil which were believed to lie in wait 
for man both by day and by night. These incantations were originally written 
in Sumerian, ze¢., the non-Semitic language of Babylonia, and are of Sumerian origin ; 
they were translated into Assyrian probably under the Second Assyrian Empire, 
about B.c. 650. At this period we find that the non-Semitic (Sumerian) originals 
were written with the interlinear Semitic (Assyrian) translation. 


Attention was first called to this important series of texts by the late General — 
Sir H. C. Rawlinson, Bart., G.C.B., who, in the fourth volume of the “Cuneiform — 
Inscriptions of Western Asia,” published the Fifth and Sixteenth Tablets in as 
complete a form as was then possible; in the same volume he also printed a 
considerable number of fragments belonging to various Tablets of the Series, 
which it was impossible at that time to identify. Subsequent examinations of the 
Kouyunjik and other collections in the British Museum by Mr. L. W. King and 
Mr. R. C. Thompson have resulted in the identification and “ rejoining” of scores 
of fragments, and thus we now possess at least one-half the Series Uruxxi Limnorr 
in a tolerably perfect state. The greater part of the material given in the present 
Part is published for the first time, and this edition of the Fifth and Sixteenth 
Tablets is the most complete that has hitherto appeared. 


The texts of the Series have, as far as possible, been arranged in the order 
indicated by the Colophons; but in cases where the Colophons are wanting the 
texts have been indicated by the letters “ A” to “J” (see Plates 24-41). 


On Plates 41-49 will be found the text of an incantation which belongs to a 
similar Series, and of which a portion has been already published in the “ Cuneiform 
Inscriptions of Western Asia,” Vol. IV., plate 157 In recent years this text has 
excited a considerable amount of general interest, chiefly because it has been 
supposed by some to contain a description of the Biblical Garden of Eden: but the 
discovery of a large completing fragment in the past year proves beyond all doubt 
that the place in the city of Eridu, where grew the plant or tree £skand, around 
which the incantation centres, is in no way connected with any locality mentioned in | 
the narrative of the Fall of Man. The plant £2skand@, by reason of its traditional 


4 


association with certain Sumerian gods, possessed physical properties which were 
believed to be efficacious in ridding a man of the evil incubus which had assailed 
him, provided that the suppliant was equipped with the knowledge of the necessary 
Words of Power. The concluding portion of the incantation, with the new fragment 
now published for the first time, shows that the text is one of a series of ordinary 
exorcisms ; and there are no grounds for asserting that it contains any reference to 
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, or to the traditional Paradise of the 
Hebrews. . 


The copies have been made by Mr. R. Campbell Thompson, M.A., Assistant 
in the Department. 


E. A. WALLIS BUDGE. 


DEPARTMENT OF EGYPTIAN AND ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES, 
British Museum. 
May 9th, 1903. 
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2 K.AGcS Re 


4 KAGES FS, 


Falhrsbecr Mptlypc 22 


20. 


25. 


30. 


35. 


SERIES [eRe <+my fF fe, TABLET ‘B’ PLATE 27. 


KK. 5009+ 5060 & 3/52+52A4w+ F5-1-18, 769 (parts of same tablet) :KK 466 +- 
MBRL+AGSG + S086 + SIG + alist S54 figs (parts of Same tabled). K.5I5O:No FS056+ BSIQLt BUGS. 
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rr Aialiidahaztctalal . BEY SENT 
PEP <eBr Ser L~ f F re= Fo | vo 
re ee A TF RET er aT Pere | 
(FP eer ep ok fi TF r= OR 
ir We AS th | BEY pei 
[PF] oper <P vbr rk fi i omg 
TT & Re 4 of = A PET | is, 
(FP Her er WE AT Beste DAL oor Bt ar feré PF re 
rT € AY refeneinafe SESS Np ee BEY TT 
[re ro] ere ee oe ie ORY Oe a= BAP eT RIEL 
TT eH RIF RR Ae BRE BIL mR TL, Avi BR HITE FETT 
FF REY ERT GE Pare Serre oT Re TP BAT vs DOT pete DAT ORE 20. 
fr aor I RKO BBR OP ITT eh ORT BY : 
PF ES wor TF AT YE Beer PP Aer ph 2S 
FP me oi OI [ra OAT eK ET Ber FF mK 
Pe PAPE BR BIT <P Te pS. Re sel 
roe Br RET Be BM URE A | 25, 
Tr PARE SES ce eine oT OF per Aenee | 
rR AT OT Be leash ae 
‘| 30, 
RT AT GOW. te SIRE AT TF RE. [HE For | 
TE RWB AT A re TROT a Ae OLY pT] | ss. 


a 1-28, K. 4661: 2.7~35,K. aa 2.30-35 ,K 3/523 U.3/-35, 35056. 1 K.46G! dap PAT. * KAGE! 
sal mE BRR 3 KA) omits, 4 K.AGGI has here GAMUT 35056 (BE . % Prssibly Amal gap, bu ret prbabte 
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ro we Er pr rer per er ARO RES MT Ke Her RTT 
ii aod Enea) = , Re Far 


Pe OP a per Ei me er = TF RE RAE eR ea 


AS roe gr ee Be RSS Fee HET A ET PIT 
PRE FTF SRS RCT Fy ATA HITE PF TR FT ETAT Pol 


FF — AB ER RO oy eI or HIT AL Bai 
Ee ERR | OY Be re 


HEPC BY EE a TCP AY fer 
50.| >of DART BRR OL ea aera He Tee POET BR INE FI 


F wei Gy ree aX EF PEE OPT A EO EET TP HE PA 


rE Te EE IT eer, Poe” pr 
FP Ae TE OTR AT A eee ee 
I FREY PTT Fe Porat? me AN PBT PEE PEC RE Se HES 
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| iar Pr Ab—- FETE se 
ek Sr eae ee reer eine ATP 


Per RIT Rk or AP eer SAT BET wR r AP wk BAF ve BP BR Er 
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65, PF On mT BT RPE Be A Fe rr Firm PTT BRE BEF BEY 0S Serb 
BIEGE ri HEY PRE ET 4 ORE oR weir fer Pea oO 40 rt BAT or BAT 
T PCRE BRIT 086 AB ET > BE PRE PREY ek RL op RIE be ES 
| RBAT BAT ATT AT ee Pee Be TE 
OC BOTT FATE BRITT hee rE GRATE ah BITC RCT Sef ATF FTF ORE 
7o) fer errr fer = ae ERR TT a RTT roel he ET 
IE WAT ITT pee oT AEE RE TI IL TBE POE | 
L1.36-71 KK.31/52 and 5330, and Ab.35056 :U42-C3,K5I43, 13/52 AY PM. 35056 vite offra peor 
* KR BAG. 35056 BF. =X 5330 i. + K. 3182 BB: 35056 Mieaag F KBIE2 inserts HTB folded by Bi. ° K.5/52 
SOE” K 3182 veer HO *° Fm BOSE — POSE. 7 BE Mcnserds AAT." A~. fom tmees Row and 0.48, 5056 fed. oupenally 


ee ae ean ick “ae a ua BAPE RAT. Tomits, 1 RE "7H re, 
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WET ACCEL. GENT EGE ANTE BAT -<RITUEIT HIT beet ER RE ey 
PA re PEP ETE FOr ne BR AT ABE PET RTE frre 
peer Leeper | ore HIT Ber rrr Ber nme oeme [rer | 
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PSR EET OYE TF PARE RT oper NT PE aT ERT EE 
r- gERE RRE= ff} — pe EE = FIR RE RE or 
pe RI EP ANT Bet Se GAY ar par CATE BST 
too, | re ra ARTEL ri RobY b= <REARO FTIR pee BT rfl ARTE [ioo. 
Be <AA. RF reper PF ; & eeL C= an =6 
pO ATTY TE REA wr my AP AP ALY BRITT <I er re - ee BRT 
rr TF OY Bee pr ree FE Bt A Ry et HF RET 
re WO PE eTT <E ilch BT BEET BA IR FE PF mo ce Sere at Ae GE Pe | 
jos.| ae <PUEY o— RY fer PES 108, 
Pages BRE wh rh OR A A hI OL 
rer <eEL oR ety RR TF TF TR eer HT EP RIT 
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ae wR CF or meth ar FF oft FAA fa 
(28, . ea kel 2 pie PRR HE per 125, 
ee PE Rog BT 
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EE BAT bY rer a 
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140. 
Lb. 12Q- 14¢, K.4Q55: &. 150 - ie A. 520: U. 156-164, K S251: 
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the Scribe. * K.S290 omils these translation lines. ° K.525/ pat 145, 
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150, 
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i 155, 
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eT Sk wr ier pe <p KK Bre I [160 
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ws | Seer GE FF rio amr rep FF in 
ALE Po DEER ef Fes AT = fe 
Pesier PEE nee ‘SITE GE (A <P nk tree BEIT HICH cAME DAP DEITY 
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PR EO Er Latis, 
Remains of ari cf last Column 


on KK. 2435 : probably bo be onse sorted 
here. (Variants from K 5475) 
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PLATE 34. 


fh else of oe veral lone: § 





PA AS SSUES PR ERC ESS 
dilate et pT TH BAT bet 
“Br EX UF ART re BI ror rer ont IF | RET | 


| ee ee ee 
re I A RIT OST BY ESR BRIT ITT PRE IT APT pee AT ofr IE RbeT | 215 
ge HW <Q He Oe peer re fe OE rk 
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A KRSBT kachere sel wT anise, * Rem.9/4 omits,” Re. 3/4 BT, *Rn, 314 prea i by 3 
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K. 14219, K. 4825, TABLET J” 

; poo - OBVERSE. 
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A ok on ET BEY RT 


BEE OM AE ER eR & Ey ee RAT 140 
AY A OCA pat re EEE 

Er fr PR we eT TE OT =| AT 
re OT pee OE eR ATI RR 


BK eR me EI TK 
FIAT BE GA Rael <P BART pi 90 SET HTB PA Bait AT WT maT os, 


RT We ir aT A EE TO BY ey rae i Cia On 


~- EB 


rene DaEF feet oA AEF feat oT AER TF 4a Fe 0 
et re ee mR Oe 
| ROT AT ae A peer ET Ay PE PY RF 


rT oF Ae AE ET a TE AE 150 


—- me ene 


SR TENE Sie LA ERT Ga A HA ET ro ot 


10,37 


ri DT AE pe EIT OT TP APEC Ta BF oi TL FE A 


|G PTF oe eg A. ENT A AE I Be rar 7 PRCT PE 


PEA BIBS LR BAT aA TUFF BEE no FF 
“155, rE A AEE PEE” er AR DEP TF PF er. | ss 


Lb l6~ SSK. ie CNG, K MEA: Uh. M6- -[5ly K,$133: U, (33-138, K. 200088, U.125-86, K.A90S : Uk186 185, K AC 26 , 
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LL. I97-19F, 202-234, KM, Wb. 197~199F NB. S649 ; 2: 47-210, K.5183 ; U.2IS~236, K. 3235 ; L. 215-234, KAGE. 
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REPOS EY < sR 48 OK, 5783. RE. | KAGE Prarslates. KS. 7K.B235 inserts here He ends of Cio nas, 
Gaye BAT wo GT oR G)e BE paar FT mA. ; 


PLATE 48. 


_ Henceforward. ‘lb the tablels are ie sigs , and. the Sa ea 
character has been retained. 



















240 COL. |. orm: REVERSE or K. 9235. 240) 
wee 245. 
250, 250. 
Hiatus re) oben? nine lines. 
oe eres rm EST ESE BY 
255.) tire <P TR pF FPR PE RIT <2 255. 
. a a ae a 
Se PS gar mt PTW o— OR <P PY ~< oY PF TF eh 
ae se ie Oe re a fe fe Fi POET 
a =| in On =| a” aa rey fy fer 
2oo| Pier <Er [rr <Prer [Eger “FEY Aer fr <b yEr oF fer PRAT AEY | 260. 
| ae es ee ee ee ae el a 
Be Ir Pe er carr ere SE A BAT ORITE BRIT 
i sna refesr of TF OF verte SF <P “AIT 
r= at AT Py 
265. 265, . 


Saag ATR HA pee Aes 


‘COL.V. K. 4905. 


PLATE 49. 





280, 280, : 














"Ream on 2 AbE= FFT ELIF oR a ee Seer, gd 
7 A Ms He Rie ORIN BT NT "| 23s. 
PROS OD I ec: Bar aa : 
a BRE BAT ok pIPR Aro 

SAE OF wR OE I a per 
CAF remem a a2 240, - 
BN cc eee Sertt Rie reper fe iF a8 - 
bel raf Pr eT 





285. 


2410 


| 360, 


the 









305 
4Cou.u of THe Reverse of K.S235 BEGINS MERE. 2 Con.v of K.4G05 ENDS AT THIS CHARACIER:. 
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ADDENDA. - PLATE 50. 

TABLET 4. | 
45744... 

The obverse restores Pl./0, Col. ViUl.3!-49. 
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What is left of the Rese is ad licate of Plate I}, Col WY, 1: eA FE and gives the following - 
variants — 1.25, for nA, 7S HF 2 restores ve EE raELRT. for mat PF REIT, PET ey fret, | 
AF PEP for SEL RK: 29 omits BAT: 30 for rR , PSE : for BATT FE AT Avril, Vag doe 
32 for PITT PF, 7-<:. for BRE BBE, IF E-SE RTPI: 34 omits OX: 35 BT Se fe & RH 
ZY PAT: 36 for WET, age cases: 37 BY WY Se AP ee Ae Idk: :38,AQhanspeses HT and. 
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: TABLET 3. 
$.996, a Fragment of the Third tablet (probably part of K. 8262), is a. duplicate of 

-} PL2.1.79=PL.3,1.87 and P5,1.)98-P16,1.208. There are traces of Col.til, obv., and Col. IV, 

‘| rev. It gives eal saa variants :— 1.74 for HY er a: 1.80, it has i— PR ACT 
BE wef PpeY OSoger BRAT AT OAT WAR BT PARE. LBL for <K AIT AE OK, Bor — Of 
prs land. for the remainder Oster TY AEE HP eB rEY SKF, 132, shows that nothing is 

snissing pekween PET and A: LBB it restores (R46 mo BIT IF: 1. 34, cowect the bext of 
PLS to BRE Aelt FY oF 28 oI XK TF ov L855 iee opm gar PAT pBRE-HE ; 1.36 restore BAIT 
vr oS: 137, for FEITRE MIE REIT PAT: and ends 3 a rl & PEC (113), L198, insot op BAT ATES 
between FAPEE and, FFF, and retore EP at end 1.199 wet between Land <; L201, HgRroT vepey (PK 
F ¥ ofere AREY <A ET; 1.203, restore BE. 1.206 vestore a in freckle, 
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